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Gerard Kremer = Gerardus Mercator 

• 5. III 1512 – sündis Flandrias Rupelmondes 

• Õppis Leuveni ülikoolis Gemma Frisiuse juures 

• 1544 – inkvisitsioon vangistas 

• 1552 – asus elama Duisburgi 

• 2. XII 1594 – suri Duisburgis 



Mercatori kaardid ja atlased 

• 1537 – Palestiina kaart 6 lehel (1) 

• 1538 – maailmakaart südamekujulises pr.(2) 

• 1540 – Flandria kaart 4 lehel, 1: 172 000 

• 1541 – gloobus, diam.  41 cm 

• 1554 – Euroopa kaart 6 (15) lehel, 1,5 x 1,3 m 

 
 

 

 

 



1578 – Ptolemaiose Geograafia + 7 trükki  



1569 – maailmakaart M. projektsioonis, 24 plaati,  18 lehte 

 



Atlas sive cosmographicae meditationes de 

fabrica Mundi et fabricati figura 
Atlas ehk kosmograafilised mõtisklused maailma 

ehitusest ja loodud maailma kujust 

 

• 1585+1589 – Kesk- ja Lõuna-Euroopa – 73 kaarti 

• 1595+  Põhja- ja Ida-Euroopa, Inglismaa, maailm,  

   4 maailmajagu – kõik kokku 107 kaarti 

 atlas formaadis u. 40 x 30 cm  

• 1602 – teine trükk 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 1604 müüdi Jodocus Hondiusele 

 Hondiused 1606-1642 u. 50 trükki, Mercator-Hondius, 

    ladina, prantsuse, hollandi, saksa, inglise ja flaami 

keeles. 





Rumold Mercator 1587, 1595+ 



  

  

  

 

  

 

#407 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: Septentrionalium Terrarum descriptio 

 

Date: 1595 

 

Author: Gerard Mercator 

                                

 

 

Description: The first edition, first state Mercator’s map of the North Polar regions, represents the first separate map of the North Polar Regions. Gerard Mercator was the first cartographer to create a polar projection of the earth. This map, the first separate map devoted to the Arctic regions, is drawn from an inset on Mercator’s world map of 1569 (#406). The map is extended to 60 degrees, to incorporate the recent explorations in search of the North West and North East Passages by Frobisher and Davis. California is identified as Spanish Territory and El Streto de Anian [Alaska’s Bering Strait] is clearly shown. In this map the pole itself is made up of four surrounding islands, which myth had it were separated by four strong flowing rivers. These carried the oceans of the world towards a giant whirlpool at the pole where there stood a large rock. An account of this myth in Mercator’s own hand still exists. 

 

Published one year after his death by his son Rumold, Gerard Mercator’s classic map of the arctic is in hemispherical form framed by four medallions and a handsome floral border. Three of the medallions contain inset maps of the Faeroe Isles, the Shetland Isles, and the mythical island of Frisland.  The first edition of the map is extremely rare, especially in the true first edition.  The first edition can be distinguished from later editions by its inclusion of a definitive coastline in the lower right of the four islands surrounding the pole (Pygmei).  Later editions omit part of the coastline. 

 

In 1569 Gerard Mercator published an 18-sheet world map using the projection which, to this day, bears his name. The Mercator projection increasingly spreads out the vertical space required to portray each degree as the latitude increases towards each pole. In fact, an infinite spread would be required to reach the actual north or south pole in this projection. For this reason, world maps drawn on a Mercator projection stop well short of 90°. Mercator, however, wanted to depict the north polar regions on his map, so he came up with the idea of including a small inset map, on a polar projection, which he drew in the lower left-hand corner of his large wall map. The map shown here, published in the first edition of Mercator’s famous Atlas, is basically a copy of the polar inset from his 1569 world map, but with some added features. 

 

In 1595 - never mind 1569 - no explorer had been anywhere near the North Pole, and today we view the ring of islands shown surrounding the North Pole on this map as pure fantasy. Yet Mercator based his polar depiction on the most credible information available to him at the time. His source was a work named the Itinerarium by Jacob Cnoyen. No copy of this book is known to have survived, but Mercator quoted from this book in letters he wrote to the British polymath John Dee, in which he explained the source of his ideas regarding the geography of the far north. 

 

Among the ideas shown on this map - ideas which are curious to us today - are that the North Pole was encircled by four land masses, separated from each other by rivers or channels in which the water flowed northwards from the surrounding oceans and then flowed into the earth at the North Pole, flowing beneath a large and tall black rock, 33 leagues around, that is located there. 

 

Another idea, expressed in one of the text annotations on the map, is that “pygmies,” at most four feet tall, live on one of these four arctic islands. 

 

In the four corners of the map are the title and three insets showing islands of the North Atlantic: the Shetlands, the Faroes, and Frisland. This latter, Frisland, is one of the “phantom” islands that have appeared over the centuries in maps of the Atlantic. On the main map Frisland can be seen in the ocean south of Iceland and Greenland. Mercator copied Frisland from an Italian map of the mid 16th century, but he was unknowingly perpetuating an earlier cartographer’s error since no island actually exists in that location. 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Nova Et Aucta Orbis Terrae Descriptio Ad Usum Navigantium emendate . . ., 1569,  

 

Gerard Mercator, #406 

 

 

 

Another surprising feature of the map is the placename California, which appears on a very northerly part of the American landmass. This is not the first time the name California appeared on a printed map (it first appeared in a map published in 1562), but the northern location of the placename on Mercator’s map is very unusual. 

 

Not long after this atlas map was published, the Dutch discovered Spitsbergen, an island archipelago north of Norway. Jodocus Hondius, who acquired the plates to Mercator’s Atlas in 1604, made a change to this plate, erasing part of one of the four arctic landmasses and putting in a depiction of Spitsbergen. Mercator’s Atlas went through many editions, under the stewardship of Hondius and his brother-in-law Jan Jansson. Only the first two editions of the Atlas, published by Mercator’s son Rumold in 1595 and 1602, contain the pre-Spitsbergen version of this map. All the subsequent editions show Spitsbergen. 

 

Smaller sized editions of Mercator’s Atlas were produced by a number of Dutch publishers in the early 17th century, and these contained miniaturized versions of this map. Two smaller versions of this map were also published by the Cologne map-maker Matthias Quad, the first of these in 1600. But by the 1630’s cartographers had begun to doubt the island-encircled view of the North Pole, and began producing maps showing a blank polar area - more accurately reflecting the lack of knowledge that existed at the time. 

 

 

 

Reference: 

 

Ginsberg, William B., Printed Maps of Scandinavia and the Arctic 1482-1601, New York, Septentrionalium Press, 2006, pp.138-143 and p.203. 

 

Goss, John, The Mapmaker’s Art, Plate 4.8, p. 94 

 

Shirley, R.W., The Mapping of the World, Plate 102, #119 

 

Wolff, H., America, Figure 8, p.151 

 

 

 

Size: 15.5 x 15 inches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Example of the “first edition” 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Example of a later edition showing Spitsbergen 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

Smaller version of Mercator’s polar map by Matthias Quad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  













Atlas minor 
 

19x26 cm 

 

• 1607-1621 – 9 trükki.          1621. a. – 682 lk, 143 kaarti 

• 1628-1651 – 9 trükki 

    8 ladina, 4 prantsuse, 3 saksa, 3 hollandi keeles 

-------------------------------- 

Atlas sive.... – vahepaelne formaat: 28x22 cm: 1630-

1673  - 4 trükki  



Mercator Eesti kogudes 

ATLASED: 
• Galliae...,Belgii...,Germaniae..,Italiae..1585–1589: TÜ 

• Atlas sive cosmographicae...., Duisburg, 1595: TLÜ  

• Atlas sive cosmographicae..., Amsterdam, 1606: TÜ  

• Atlas minor. Arnhem, 1621: TÜ 

• Atlas minor. Amsterdam, 1628: TÜ, RR, TLÜ 

• Atlas sive cosmographicae..., Amsterdam, 1632: TLÜ 

 

KAARDID: 
• Europae, 1578 (Ptolemaios): RR 

• Livonia, 1607-1630: TÜ – 3, KM, RR-2, Tln. Linnamuuseum  

• Lithuanie,Livonie..., Köln, 1589: RR 

• Lithuania....1595–1636: RR, TLÜ 

• Tartaria... 1606/28: TÜ   

 



Esimesed Vana-Liivimaa kaardid 

• Alexander Sculteti Mappa sive descriptio terra 

 Livoniensis (1529) – ei ole  säilinud 

• (Olaus Magnus Carta marina (1539)) 

• Kaspar Hennenberg (1555) – esimene trükitud - ei ole 

• Johannes Portantius Livoniae nova descriptio (1573) 

• (Maciej Strubicz – Leedu, Liivimaa, Moskoovia (1589)  

• Gerardus Mercator – Livonia (1595) 

• (Andreas Bureus – Orbis Arctoi...(1626))  



J. Portantius, 1573+ 





G. Mercator 1595+ 

37 x 47 cm, 1:1 670 000 





Nimevariandid 

Kavilda vasallilinnus: 

Kauelange – Canelicht – Kanelicht     Kawelecht (saksa) 

 

Naissaar: 

Narghen – Nergen – Morgedra – Margeden – Nergen – 
       ?Daren 

 

Olematu asula Saaremaal: 
Vick – Wick – Wik – Wijc – Wijck       Wiek (= Läänemaa) 

 





Tallinn 

Tartu, Viljandi 

Kuressaare, !Osel, Dachden Hiiumaal, 

Pärnu, Paide, Narva 

Vana-Pärnu, Karksi, Tarvastu, Helme, Rõngu, 

Valga, Vastseliina, Otepää, Kavilda, Uue-

Kastre, Kärkna, Laiuse, Põltsamaa, Kiltsi, 

Kiviloo, Virtsu, Lihula, Koluvere, Haapsalu, 

Padise, Porkuni, Vasknarva, Edise  





Eesti kohanimed kaartidel 
 

Kaart Asulaid Kokku 

Olaus Magnus, 1539 23 35 

Portantius, 1573 34 50 

Strubicz, 1589 29 40 

Mercator, 1595 50 90 

Bure, 1626 150 



Mercator-Hondius. Livonia, Atlas minor. 

Amsterdam, 1608.  



Matthäus Merian. Livonia, 1652 



AITÄH!    

KÜLASTAGE   NÄITUST! 
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    Summary: Saaremaa’s place-names on old maps. 

 

Paucker, Magnus Georg.  Vermessung des Embachs, 
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    Kokkuvõte: Maamõõdutööd Rootsi balti provintsides. 

   


